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THE KING AND QUEEN OF HOME FURNITURE

Robert Francis and Karen Ward
Have owned Island Home Furnishings for 5 Years
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As families entertain more and more at home, the quality, functionality,
durability AND VALUE of your furniture plays an even bigger role
in the home entertainment experience.

Island Home Furnishings at 412 State Road in Vineyard Haven has established
itself as ‘the” headquarters for furniture and accessories on Martha's Vineyard.

From sofas to dining rooms, bedrooms to upholstery, accessories to lighting,
Island Home Furnishings stocks a wide range of styles and colors.

We carry the finest brands at the lowest prices so you don’t have to go off-Island
to get the furniture you want at the prices you want to pay.

We also carry Gold Bond Mattresses. ..simply the best value in high-quality bedding.

Check us out at islandhomefurnishings.com and link directly to our brands.

Island Home Furnishings

412 State Road (across from Island Entertainment) Vineyard Haven
508-693-6665 ¢ islandhomefurnishings.com

We now accept Our Island Club Card...20% off all mattress purchases
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Building connections:

Part of the plan for
Building Shelter Inc.

By Jack Shea

group of tourists from the Midwest visit-

ed the Island several years ago to see the
sights. Several of them were in the home con-
struction business and the sight that moved
them most was the quality of work here.

“You can tell that it's all about the work for
a lot of these guys,”
said one visiting
builder. His com-
ments came to mind
when Ben Kelley out-
lined his approach to
building on the Is-
land. Mr. Kelley has
run Building Shelter
Inc. in Vineyard
Haven for more than
four years.

“We are a custom
building company.
We have high regard
for professionalism,
integrity, value, and
quality. We have a
history of large and
small residential
projects from new
construction, reno-
vations/additions,
and home care and
repair,” he said.

“It’s important to us that what we build
will last, will reduce maintenance costs and
energy costs. This is sustainable, green
building,” he said.

A review of Mr. Kelley's resume indicates
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Ben Kelley, owner of Building Shelter,a general
contracting and custom home building
company that takes on projects, big and small.

that he knows the dilference between good
and great building techniques.

“I started out on low-cost entry-level proj-
ects on the West Coast as a ‘lumper and go-
pher.’ I did sheet rock, painting, founda-
tions, flooring, siding, demolition work on
entry-level housing.

“That gave me a good grasp for value engi-

. neering — where we
can save money and
where it’s wise not to
| try to cut costs. It's
useful for our clients.
Our focus on profes-
sionalism, technolo-
gy, building science,
knowledge of the
most up-to-date
techniques and tech-
nologies offers value
to our clients who
| are concerned for
| safe homes that offer
low operating costs
and energy efficien-
cy,” he said.

Mr. Kelley shows up
: as an interesting
PHOTO BY RALPH STEWART  blend of practical with
a fine-tuned and ele-
gant philosophy about
his work and its place
here and in the world.

A page from his practical book: “We've al-
ways taken on projects no matter how small.
It's a way for us to develop relationships
with new clients. I've had a door

e

-y L . buildingshelter.com website includes details
BuZIdzng conneCtzons of a unigque outside shower design and an in-
visible interior lighting project cheek to jowl
with stately East Chop grande dames.

Why? “The Island is a tight-knit community,
more than other places I've lived. In a sense it
is its own ecosystem within the larger world,
perhaps more similar to islands of communi-
ties 200 years ago than those connected by
today’s freeways, bridges, and strip malls.

“The inherent interconnectedness and com-
munality that comes with living in a commu-

replacement become a renovation project a
year or so later. We did unpleasant work un-
der an old house that introduced us to a new
client and a large renovation project.

“We aspire to be one of the premier build-
ing companies on the Vineyard. We're not
snobby about the projects we take, and we
conduct ourselves with the same profession-

EXCAVATION

We Sell:

e Bark Mulch
* Topsoil
e Compost
e Imported Wall Stone
e 1 1/2” Gravel
* 3/4” Gray Gravel
e 3/4” Brown Gravel
e 3/8” Blue &
Brown Peastone

S =

e Tailings

* Recycled Asphalt
Product (R.A.P.)

e Island Stones

 Shells

And much more...

Premium Blend Mulch:
$34/yard picked up
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Mr. Kelley in front of the shed that he is currently working on.

nity surrounded by water brings increased
responsibility and empathy that I have not
experienced in other places,” he said.

“In such a place, it is incumbent on me
that I work with my customers as I would

Now Selling Wood Pellets:
$7.25/bag, $320/pallet

alism on our home care and repair work as
we do on our high-end projects. I love to
work on the larger custom projects because
of the inherent challenges and quality mate-
rials we get to work with, but all of our

We are available for all of your off-Island trucking needs

Mon.—Fri., 7:30 am-5 pm ¢ Sat. 8 am—12 noon
Old Stage Road across from Takemmy Farm in West Tisbury
Hats & T-shirts available

508-693-5975 or 508-693-0025

clients are important to me. They get equal
attention and equal quality,” he said.

That may sound platitudinous until one
considers the nature of some Building Shel-
ter projects and the importance placed on
them by Mr. Kelley.

A saying holds that we are best judged by
what we do rather than what we say. The

like to be worked with.

"Since the Island is a reduced sized copy of
the whole, a copy of the world at large, I
think there is a larger sense of our place in
the world as responsible stewards.”

Jaclk Shea, of Oak Bluffs, is a regular
contributor to The Times.



